http://www.acecameras.co.uk/images_products/9861.jpg

-

O
WATCHING
PRODUCT

REVIEW...

ACE AVIAN
8X42 DCF-PC
BINOCULARS

It could be argued that Japan
is the source of the best value
birdwatching binoculars so
it's not surprising dealer lists
are full of products from the
land of the rising sun. Now
there’s another range of roof-
prisms priced to make the
opposition whince,

Bath-based dealers Ace
Optics have launched the
five-strong Avian DCF-PC
range - and only one model
costs more than £300,
Currently available are the
Txd2, 8xd2, 10x42 and 10x50
products and the lightweight
#x32 model is due early in

2000,

So full marks for generosity,
but how do they perform
against the other products in
the mereasingly competitive
sub-£400 section of the
market?

I was sent the 8x42 DCF
madel bo test,

d
AVIAD

DESIGN AND BUILD QUALITY
Similarly shaped to other products coming from
the same Japanese factory, the rubber armouring
is well-shaped for a comfortable grip and casy
aceess bo the focus knob. Textured insets prevent
slippage, even in the wet, and caked-on sea spray
wiped off the following dav without leaving a
mark.

The twist-up eyecups lock in position, though the
right eve-dioptre does nol In practce, it never
wavered from the selected [M:-l.ilinn.

!-tcrnrlrl.'.'ihlg.' for such wcll-priﬂul pn:l-c!url.*‘. all
the Avian models are nitrogen filled for |.'|.|m;p|1.'!|."
w.111'rF|:r|1nEi.nH_. | Found the by weight and well-
balanced design meant that the Bxd2 mode]
Luulf] l'".' usird .1|J day 1'..1l|u:-|.1l diseomibort.

SEVICAL F d A |
“The recent r iew for the Minoy roof- “prisms
in Bird Watching magazine (see August issue)
has become a benchmark for mid-price
binoculars. David Uwins of Ace Optics was so
confident of the Avians he offered to supply a
pair of Minoy fior direct comparison, and was
able to demonsirate that his own product
debivered sharper images at the edge of view.
MECHA 7 NCEETTIEET
The large, deephy-knurled focus knob is
mederately high geared, making it quick to
switch from close focus to infinity, and the
cyecups are stiff enough to stay in an
intermediate Fn:miti.-lm if that suits YOUT eyes best.
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A padded m.-ck s.l:rap.. rmumuafd .m.d wrt pm:rh
come as standard.

'SPECIFICATION

Mfoded ixkl DCF* TH41 DCF @X41 DCF |0X41 DCF 10X 50 DCF
Dibfectihve A2mem A2miEm £2mm 42w Shmim
Magnification iy T fix 0% i
Fally mralti<oated

eqtics » v Cd v w
TPhase coated,

Bakd Prisars [ ¥ ¥ v U
Walerpeool ¥ v L L4 L4
Mitrogen iled w ' w w U4

Fielsdl of view 75 65 65 & 5

Fye relied 15 5men 24.Hanm T4.6mem 155mm 195mm
Clorse foscus. - 1.89m 1.98m 1.55m 3.18m
Sirw (HpWmm 125w125 145125 1450125 15x135 170132
Weight B35g RS 05 Tlog g
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O course Im naol
saving that binoculars

in this price range can
out-perform the top-of-the-range
models, In my lrlv]’!hnm} boak |1ri nt
resolution test, | had to approach o
within 24ft to read the smallest type
J;luarly compared to 30t with the
Swarovski EL 10x42 [ was testing at the
=ama Hme,

Bat, if your budget is restricted, then
mid-price models are definitely a viable
ophion. In almost every respect the Avian
performed beautifully, delivering bright,
neutrally-coloured images in all lighting
conditons via fully multi-coated lenses
amnd Bak-4 phase-coated prisms,

Thar field of view (@iven as 113m at
1,000rm) and depth of field were both
very good and | man:hrd hin pare down
the close fecus distance o 3 meagee 66in,
which is great news if you are into insect
watching.
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Design and build rating

5.’11}
Optical rating o
Mechanical rating 910
Walue for maney 110
Overall verdict

Five years ago. vou would have paid
£450 for this level of performance in
a roof-prism binocular and thought it
very good value, At £279 it's an
abrsolute steal,
Hewever, be wamned: the yen is
recovering fast against the pound
and it might not be possible to buy
Japanese products at this sort of
prioe once existing stocks run oul.
David Cromack
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ACE 'ﬂPTICS

16 Green Street,

Bath BA1 2]Z, England.
Tel: 01225 466364

Fax: 01225 469761

www.acecameras.co.uk



	www.acecameras.co.uk
	http://www.acecameras.co.uk/images_products/9861.jpg



